GRAFTON SPEDPAC 

MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 8, 2009
Introductions:  Laura Deneen

Secretary’s Report:  Voted on September 2009 minutes.

Treasurer’s Report:  August 2009 Balance 1652.01

Business
Community Outreach -  Teri Turgeon, Erin Griffin and Laura Deneen will be heading the Everyday Hero Awards this year.  
Preschool meet and greet – we are planning to hold a meet and greet with preschool parents during the morning at the Central Office.  We will advertise and hopefully get some turnout.

Fundraisers -  We need ideas and committee members for this goal.  We will not be participating in the past fundraisers of Casino Night and Solomon Pond Mall “Night  of Giving”.  We will continue to pursue restaurant nights.   Kristie Proctor looked into a GES dance but was not encouraged to pursue this idea because the children may be too young.   We would love to hear about any fundraising ideas you have, please let us know, thanks.

SPEDPAC ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE
Initiatives – Kathy Baris and Peggy Forbes are on the “Program Development” goal listed under the District’s Strategic Plan.  Our role is to develop the tool for the District to use to evaluate all programs.  We are hoping to have the plan written and ready to present to the School Committee by January.  We will continue to update spedpac and seek input.

Emai l list We are close to having a special ed email list!  This will be a great way to communicate specifically with our special needs parents.  Think of the trees we will save!!

Basic Rights workshop held on October 15th.  It was a small group so we had a great opportunity to ask specific questions of the speaker.  I have attended this workshop each time it is offered in Grafton and I always learn new things , as well as, refresh my memory of the old!  

MCAS workshop will be on November 5th at GES.  Please come and have all your MCAS and MCAS Alt. questions answered…….will my child graduate with a diploma?  Should I consider having him/her take the alt?  

Assistive Technology  Kathy is currently working with a consultant to review our inventory and needs and making recommendations by year end 2009.

Social Programs – Kathy is bringing in a consultant to review and recommend social programs at the Middle and High schools, for special ed students.

Behavior Learning services – Parents of children with BLA(Behavior Learning Assistants) will be surveyed to find out what they need to know regarding ABA (applied behavior….)services.  

DOE corrective action plans – Corrective action plans have been submitted to the DOE and the District is waiting for their approval.  Kathy reviewed each at the meeting in detail.  Please visit the special ed website to review all the details.

Adjourn – 9:10 pm.

Next meeting:  November 12, 2009 7:00 pm GES media center.  6:30 pm  informal parent chat.
