Grafton Spedpac

Meeting Minutes

March 11, 2010

Secretary’s Report :  Peggy Forbes - Approval of January 2010 Minutes ( no February meeting).

Treasurer’s Report:  Peggy Forbes - Balance as of 2/5/10 was $2,287.67.

Sub Committee Updates

February workshop - Kibbe Brown.  Well attended and informative.

March workshop - Effective Communicating - conducted by the Federation .  Also well attended and very informative.

Everyday Hero - Nominations have been sent out and requested back by 3/31/10.  Presentation to be held May 4th at 6:30, in the GHS auditorium.  Please try to attend this presentation to let our teachers, support staff, bus drivers, etc know how much we appreciate what they do for our kids.

Chateau Fundraiser - 20% of your  bill will be donated to spedpac.  Please tell your server that you are there for the spedpac fundraiser.  The fundraiser will be help on April 29th 4 - close.  Backpack flyers will go out, notices will be posted, and Principals will include in their weekly updates.

Special Ed Administrator’s Update

Strategic Plan update - Kathy reviewed the SC approved action plan regarding Program Development.  Our next step is to identify people responsibility for action steps and begin implementation.  Peggy Forbes is the Sped pac representative.  

Sped administrator reviewed 2 policies with the pac and asked for feedback.  She will provide feedback to the SC.  During the review we talked about “Statement of Assurances”  booklet.  It is about a 30 page booklet that assures we are complying with regulations and  lists the processes we have in place.  Kathy will bring this to our April spedpac meeting to review, as some pac members are not familiar with this booklet.

Program Evaluations:

Assistive Technology - Neil Trahan is the hired consultant.  Kristie Proctor is the spedpac rep.  Staff has been interviewed, all sped rooms in the District have been reviewed, and inventory of equipment has been completed.  Kathy will provide another update in April.

Social Skills/Pragmatics - Barry Prizant is the consultant.  Several Special Ed. Parents participated in a focus group.  Mr. Prizant plans on meeting with more parents and will make recommendations to the District based on the feedback he has collected.  

Related Services and Paraprofessionals - Future Health Core is the consultation agency hired for this.  How are we using our services?  Contracted folks vs. Employees?  Review efficiencies and utilize paraprofessionals effectively.  Findings/recommendations should be out in  April or May.

Special Education Parent Survey - launching at the end of March via email to special ed parents.  Also will be on the website and possibly backpack flyers at the Elementary School level.  Spedpac has provided input for the survey.

ARRA Initiatives - 

BLS - Parent workshops - Kathy Baris has set up several daytime and evening workshops with Stephanie Fillers and Leslie Deutchman throughout April, May, and June.  Informational flyers will be sent out.  The topics are:

Managing Difficult Behaviors

Fostering Independence

Transition Planning

Developing Independent Living skills

Developing Vocational skills

These topics were chosen based on feedback received from Special ed. Parents.  

Co-teaching - is taking place at the HS level.  Special ed. Teacher and regular ed teacher are working within the same classroom.

Life skills -   currently implementing enhancements.

SGES Intensive special needs program -  Sped teacher position posted and a number of applications have been received.  

Extended School Year  - Summer planning is underway.  Based on feedback the plan this year is to set up blocks of time during which services will be provided.  The intent is to have set schedules in order to utilize the service providers’ time most effectively, as well as, enable parents to plan around a set schedule.

Our next meeting is April  8th , 2010 in the GES library.  Officer nominations will take place at this meeting.  Please consider co- chairing with a friend!

