Grafton SPEDPAC Meeting

March 13, 2008

Meeting Minutes

NOTE – APRIL 1OTH PAC MEETING 9:30 AM.  GES CAFETORIUM

Opening Remarks/Introductions – 5 members in attendance.

Secretary’s Report -  Approved November 07,  January 08, and February 08 meeting minutes.

Treasurer’s Report -  No change, balance $1,343.09. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Powerschool – Does powerschool software have the capacity to be able to report special ed services in grades 6 - 12.  The short answer is yes.  Next steps….find out if it would be helpful to our service providers, kids, and parents?  How is communication handled today?  Should discuss possible next steps at April meeting.

Above and Beyond Ceremony – Updates – feedback from school Principals indicated that awards be presented during Teacher Appreciation Luncheons.  Student involvement would be limited but it does fit in nicely with the theme.  Luncheons in May – can we get this together in time?  Will we get enough participation with limited time to get the word out and educate people about the program?  (Peg’s concern).

Basic Rights Workshop -  Confirmed, April 10th, 7 pm. GES Cafetorium.  Donna D. handling communication etc.

Change in Missed Services Protocol -  Complaint filed with DOE regarding the change.  DOE explained that as long as services are made up upon parent’s request than IEPs are not being violated.  It is up to parents to request it.  Need to communicate additional responsibilities to parents.  Marion mentioned the pressure the service providers feel when they miss a day.  They shouldn’t have to worry about who/how the services will be made up when they are out sick or take a day off.  We need to have a plan in place that addresses this issue.  We are going to lose service providers if they feel they can’t miss a day of work.  They need back up people to cover for them.  Again, FTEs are not being calculated properly to include service provider “down time”.  This new protocol puts the service providers right in the middle!  Where they don’t belong! Laura Deneen is coordinating a conference call with the OCR and Dr. Connors to discuss the various interpretations of the OCR findings.  Laura will update in April.

 Books -   Peggy has ordered and received several books to add to the special education section of the Center Library.  Total cost was $170.74.  Reimbursement requested.  Vote to accept at April meeting.  Give the library a couple of weeks to get them processed.

NEW BUSINESS 

MCAS – Donna D. will review the new MCAS guidelines for 2008 at our May meeting.  A specific concern came up regarding the use of calculators.  Donna D.  will check.

Donation -  Best Buddies donation.  Group discussed a $50 - $100 donation.  Vote on at April meeting.

Workshops -  Passed out a schedule for 2008/2009 workshops.  10/9 Transition Workshop and 12/4 An IEP for My Child  workshop have been confirmed.   Others on the list not confirmed yet.  Donation to Federation  $75?  Vote on at April meeting.

Shut Up About Your Perfect Child workshop available 9/07, cost $350.00.  Discussion – seemed it was a bit expensive for us.  Would like more information about the workshop.  How is it different from the book?  Have other PACs had this workshop?  Further discussion requested.

PAC comments  Marion Bloch, GES School Psychologist , passed out information regarding Autism grants for parents’ various out of pocket expenses.  Thanks Marion!

Comments for Donna Dias  Donna passed out a draft of the annual special ed. Eval review.  She is hoping to get it out by the end of March.  If you are interested in reviewing a copy before they are mailed, contact Donna D.

Donna passed out by – laws for review.  Laura Deneen is in the process of reviewing and updating the by – laws.

3/21 is Professional day – concentrating on the following:

    Aides – Safety and First aid.

     BLAs – Behaviorial intervention ( yearlong project)>

    Pre – K – grade 5 – Curriculum review and alignment.

     6-8 – Data Analysis

    High School – Rubric development.

Adjournment at 8:30 p.m.

