Grafton Sped PAC
Meeting Minutes

June 10, 2010  7:00 PM GES
Introductions:
Laura Deneen

Secretary’s Report:
Mary Gilgallon – May 13, 2010 meeting notes, read and approved

Treasurer’s Report: 
Peggy Forbes reported a balance of $1,491.69

BUSINESS
Sped PAC meetings will be changed to meet in September through May of each school year.  Our June meeting has traditionally drawn a low attendance and thus will be dropped from our meeting schedule.
Sub Committee Updates

Community Outreach -  The Every Day Hero Awards were discussed and it was decided to send out the requests to nominate candidates a little earlier in the year/process.  We also should think about and look into purchasing and giving less expensive gifts.  Laura Deneen provided the group with the expenses for the event.
PAC Workshops- Federation for Children with Special Needs workshops are being planned for October 2010 and February 2011.  The topics will be finalized for future minutes and information will be sent out to PAC members and PAC list serve.  

We will look into coordinating with other local school districts on topics for future PAC workshops.  Areas suggested were reading/learning disabilities, executive functioning issues (discussed and presented by school psychologists), BCBA (Board Certified Behavior Analyst) topics such as controlling behaviors, eating issues in children with disabilities, etc

SPEDPAC ADMINISTRATOR – Update
Kathy Baris gave us an update on the new Intensive Special Needs classroom/program that will open this fall at South Grafton Elementary School.  The room will be split to make space for 2 groups and 1 on 1 pull out teaching space. The program is starting with 4 children in grades K-2.  A nurse will be assigned to the room and an audiologist will review the space for sound.  

The Assistive Technology evaluation of the school district has been completed and the data collected has been compiled into a binder which lists recommendations from the evaluation.  The district will develop a key person in the district responsible for the inventory of the district resources.  District will be buying new equipment and there will be a “go to person” in every building for AT issues.  Speech and Language Pathologist Kathy Carew has been named the district coordinator for this program and will be the person to oversee the implementation of the program.
The district has a very high level of both unsigned and rejected IEP’s.  Kathy Baris is trying to determine why so many rejections, and will report to us on this issue when more information is learned.

ESY Summer Services Update- letters have gone out to all parents with children in the program, the staff has been identified and notified.  The tutorial program will be at GES for the lower grades and for the middle school and high school aged children it will run at GHS.  The rest of the programs will run in each school building.  The process to create and coordinate the summer programs was started earlier this year and has worked out much better. 

Parent survey feedback closes 6/11/10.
Program evaluations for FY 11 will be the 18-22 Transition program at GHS, plus a review of inclusion in other buildings.  The district would like to develop and expand the co-teaching model for special education students currently being implemented by Donna Simone.
No new updates for the Strategic Plan at this time.

Staff changes and retirements were communicated to the group.
Meeting adjourned at 8;00 PM.  The next meeting will be September 9, 2010 at GES library.

These minutes were amended and accepted at the Special Education Parent Advisory Council meeting held 9/9/10.
