Grafton Sped PAC Meeting

June 14, 2007

Meeting minutes

18 PAC members present

Secretary’s Report – Mary Gilgallon

Motioned to approve minutes, seconded, unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS
Math Workshop -Confirmed for October 24th.  

Michelle Thorn, Math educator expert to speak about a Math program that helps kids with disabilities breakdown the steps for math.    PAC’s goal for workshop is to work on getting the community outreach for the workshop beyond the SPED community.    

Status of practice of using substitute teachers for speech 

Donna Dias reports on the status of practice of using substitute teachers for speech, has stopped.    

Mary R reports services are still being missed and parents are not notified.  Donna Dias reports if services are made up in the same week it is considered a schedule change.  If the missed service goes beyond two weeks, parents will bee notified.  

Communication logs are not being used consistently.  Donna Dias explains the intent of communication logs is to share information with the parent.   The communication log was primarily designed for kids who could not communicate..  Logs are designed to communicate information not as a progress report.    PAC reviews the letter from district responding to the issue.    PAC has discussion about whether or not the district should have a universal goal for communication logs or whether the individual parents should ask for a communication log in the IEP.     The PAC needs to educate parents about asking for a communication log and request the perimeters of the communication in the individual IEP

Website update – Mary Report we are been looking at other PAC websites for ideas for content.  Cindy Bissel working on site with PAC.  Summer project to work on content and design of SPED Pac website.

Yahoo groups discussion, some members of the PAC are having difficulty getting into the Yahoo group.   Instructions were given to PAC to sign up.

NEW Business

Emergency Preparedness Plans – meeting with Town of Grafton Health and Safety Committee.  Mary met with the Health Board in the event of a National and or State emergency. The Board is working on trying to identify where in town are people with disabilities so they can get extra help.  Health Board will send out letter asking residents if they have a special needs child so your address can be flagged.  Once a resident responds, a second letter will be sent out asking for more information about the specific disability.  The Health Department will follow up with this for the IEP/504 community.

Community Outreach plans – Sara Igoe and Mary Beth Fiore

PTG Meetings-Sara and Mary Beth to get schedule and create sign up sheet so PAC members can rotate and attend meetings

IEP flyers-Mary R to gets Sara and Mary Beth to make revisions for September

The PAC raised money to offer grants to the SPED educators – Mary R asks for a volunteer to coordinate get information to the SPED depts. The PAC has money available for grants to help SPED depts.  Kristie P will spear head this and present a plan at the September PAC meeting.  

The PAC would also like to purchase more books for the Center library.  

Peggy will coordinate the purchase of new books for the library.   

A motioned was made to spend $200 per year,  seconded, unanimously  Approved.

A PAC member requested the PAC to write letter to the Senate about funding being cut for audio books for kids with disabilities.  PAC to write a letter on behalf of the entire group about funding for books.

School Committee Relations – need a schedule of PAC members who will speak at one school committee meeting each month.    Mary R asks school committee members to come back and rotate through the PA meetings.  One school committee member commented it was not going happen.   Donna Dias reports the district got information from the Mass School Committee Association school committee members attending SPED Pac meetings was not a good practice for school committee members.  

Common Goals with other parent groups – need suggestions from PAC

This topic was tabled until a future meeting.

Casino Night to be held in March 29.  Mary G to check date with Polish Home ASAP.  Going to try and get bigger prizes donated.  More SPED PAC volunteerism to make event even more a success.  

Comments from parent participants

One parent shares specific information on the communication log that is used with her child.   PAC to put letter together asking if Power school can be used for updates for Special Ed services.   

Mary R comments a trend in the district getting IEP’s out slowly.   PAC had discussion about the issues of getting IEP’s back from the district in a timely fashion.   PAC has lengthy discussion about the issue and possible solutions and uncovering the root of the issue on why this is a consistently happening.   Parents should not have to call and follow up on getting an IEP on time.

District needs to address protocol on following the laws in place to deliver IEP’s on time. 

Comments from Donna Dias 

Donna presents information about the Free Early program workshop.

The Preschool is officially moving the Municipal Center Annex.   Plans to prepare building are underway.  All issues the SPED Pac has brought up have been addressed.  The Headstart programs will be moving to GES.   

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

