Grafton Sped PAC
Meeting Minutes (as amended)
January 13, 2011  7:00 PM GES
Introductions:
Peggy Forbes
Secretary’s Report:
Carolyn Dee – Dec. 2010 meeting notes were approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report: 
Peggy Forbes reported a balance of $1,947.80
Community Outreach -  The Every Day Hero Awards process is to begin on 1/18/11 to select a date for the event at GHS this Spring, review what worked last year, what to change this year and select a gift for the recipients.  The school committee and possibly the PTG’s are going to be approached for a contribution to go towards the expense of the awards.  In our March meeting the gift ideas will be presented and the forms to nominate will be available after the February school vacation week.  The central office will mail out the forms  and it will also be on the school web site.  Once again the committee is comprised of Laura Deneen, Erin Griffin, and Leslie St.Jean and Terri Turgeon.  
Upcoming PAC Workshops-   

“Suspension & Discipline in Special Education” is scheduled for 2/10/11 presented by Federation for Children with Special Needs (FCSN). No regular SPED PAC meeting will be held in February due to this workshop.  Grafton HS Life skills classroom will produce and distribute a mailing to advertise this workshop to HS and MS students and families only.
“Basic Rights” workshop by FCSN is scheduled for March 3, 2011.at the GES cafeteria/auditorium.  Kathy Baris to coordinate.  Notices for this workshop will go out by email and will be available on the school web site.
New Business:  

Proposed Amendments to Special Education Regulations:  Kathy Baris brought a copy of the proposed regulation changes to special education law that will be reviewed by public comment and voted on for a possible change to the regulations by 3/22/11.  These are amendments to special education regulations in order for MA to conform to areas of changes in the federal IDEA regulations.   

GEA Community Spelling Bee:  The bee is to be held on 3/4/11 and the SPED PAC group will make a $50.00 donation towards the event.  No team from our group will participate.

Search for new Grafton Public School Super indent:  Laura Deneen volunteered to represent the SPED PAC group on the committee to search for a new superintendent.
SPEDPAC ADMINISTRATOR – Update
“18-22 program informational meeting” -  An informational meeting will be held in late February at GHS to provide information to parents who will have children in the 18 -22 program at GHS.  What it is?  What will they do?  Vocational opportunities, etc.    
“Best Buddies” – An informational meeting will be held at GHS for students interested, in hopes of forming an informal club in the spring. The cost of the formal club is $7,000 and Kathy Baris informs us that the ARRA grant money can not be used for this type of organization.  She will continue to look for funding.
ARRA Initiatives for 2010-2011 –
Assistive Technology: 

Kurzweil training was held on 1/13/11.  The school has purchased 30 licenses for its use.  Classroom Suite training will be 1/14/11.  It can be used to make communication templates for students.  The school is also exploring the use of I Pad’s for students.
Program Updates –

South Grafton – the new classroom for intensive needs is doing very well at South Grafton Elem. School.  They have requested sensory materials for the classroom.

Bullying Implementation – all of the staff have been trained on the legislation and there is a TEAM meeting agenda to address the required areas.  We will receive the information presented to all of the school building staff members.

Program Evaluations – 
Inclusive Practices – Consultant coming 1/20/11 to do observations, look at our model and make recommendations for us to implement.  The consultant will look at both students who are in pull out as well as the contained classrooms.

Early Childhood – Two consultants will come starting 1/25/11 for two full days of review of our preschool and early childhood programs.  They will look at our programs in order to do a global review to see what is successful for early learning and integrate our models. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.
The next meeting will be March 10th 2011 in the GES library.

