Grafton Spedpac 
Meeting Minutes

January 14, 2010

Introductions:  Laura Deneen

Secretary’s Report:  Mary Gilgallon -    Approval of November  2009 Minutes (no December meeting).

Treasurer’s Report:  Peggy Forbes $2,352.01, as of December 2009.  $680.00 deposit from Fitness fundraiser.

Sub Committee Updates
January workshop:  “getting organized “  was a success.  Everyone walked out much more organized than when they walked in!!  Thanks so much to Kristie Proctor for volunteering to conduct this workshop.  We think it will be an annual or semi-annual event!
Feb Workshop:  “Identifying Children at Risk for a Reading Disability” – Kibbe Brown 2/11/10.

Community Outreach: 
 Everyday hero nominations go out in March.  This year we have expanded to include staff nominating one another .

Preschool Meet and Greet set for the end of February.  We will be in the Central Office.  Kathy Baris will notify preschool classes.  We will be available after  the morning session and before the afternoon session.  This is an opportunity for new sped parents to meet members of the spedpac  and get involved.

South Grafton Sped program will be expanding in the Fall of 2010.  There are several new students entering Kindergarten that require significant medical and educational support.  An additional sped teacher will be needed to address this need, along with a part time nurse.  The sped class most likely will double in size.  As a result the sped class room will be moving downstairs into the art room to accommodate this larger group.   

Officer Nominations:    In May we will have openings for  Chair, Co-chair, and Secretary.  Laura Deneen and Mary Gilgallon have held these positions for several years and will not be returning for another term.   Please consider getting involved so we can keep our spedpac strong.  Our kids need this support.    Please contact Laura Deneen and find out about the commitment to serve.
Guest Speaker   Several SC members attended our meeting this month to discuss the  HS space needs and the New School vote on February 6, 2010.  Donna Stock gave an indepth presentation of the plans for the High School and what it would mean for our kids.   For those that missed this meeting, please tune into local channels for repeats of this type of presentation , read the many articles in the Grafton news, and  review the virtual walk through of the design at the Grafton School Website.  The committees involved have done a great job of making information available.  Please take advantage of this info and make an informed decision on Saturday, February 6, 2006, at the Town meeting. A 2/3 yes vote is needed for the New High School to go forward, which means …for every  1 no vote, 2 yes votes are needed.
Spedpac Administrator – Ongoing
Strategic Plan Update – All Committees are in the process of finalizing action plans and preparing to review with the School Committee.  

District Special Education email list:  Up and running!  Great way to keep parents informed.

Surveys:   Behavior Learning Services  survey has  been sent out to parents and data is being collected and reviewed.    PAC reviewd and gave input for a general survey  that should be sent out  shortly. 

Observation Law:  PAC agreed that a policy is not necessary at this time.  School Committee members present support this decision.  No further action needed.

Staff:   Part time speech therapist needed at NGES to replace Tina Miller.
            Hired Barry Prizant (Professor at Brown) – Social Pragmatics.  The intent is to create and implement  social skills programs  for special needs children. Pac invited to participate on this committee.
Coordinated Program Review:  All special ed corrective action plans were approved by the DOE, at their 3 month review.
Staff Workshop:     ½  day workshop for all groups throughout the District  regarding planning and transitioning for next year. 
