Grafton SpedPAC

 Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2009 9:15am GES

Introductions:
Laura Deneen 5 Pac members

Secretary’s Report:  Mary Gilgallon; Vote on December 2008 Minutes

Approved unanimously

Treasurer’s Report:  Peggy Forbes absent  no report given.  

NEW BUSINESS

Pac has discussion about meeting attendance for the morning Pac meetings.  It is unanimously voted to change the rest of the meetings time to the evening for the remainder of this year.  

SPEDPAC ADMINISTRATOR- Ongoing

Summer Services- Kathy has created a timeline to address the summer services.   This form helps team automate the administration of the program, budget being review July 6-August 7.  No program at middle school due to modular construction.  In review now is what building the kids will be in for summer services. Look at those transitioning from building to building for the next school year.   Kathy reviews summer school timeline by month.  During the program if parents have questions district would like the service provider to be contacted.  TBD if another district contact may be able.

POWERSCHOOL –This will not be able to use as an interface for the communication of therapy services.  Parents can communicate outside of this medium.  Parent can access therapist logs when they saw the student, by writing an email or a letter directly to the service provider to request a copy of the log.  Log is also used to develop compensatory protocols.  

Looking at new IEP software.  Kathy put together a team of people to review software.  One of software packages being looked at may be able to be e vehicle to retrieve through this software.  Kathy reviews the process of reviewing each software the district is considering.

District Special Education list – District reviewing a new website option School fusion.  Kathy asked Marcia is this would be a solution for the e-mail list.  Discussion about how district can reach parent using the districts sources.  Snail mail August to all Special Ed parents.   Kathy put form in this letter to ask if parents want to be part of the distribution list.  

DOE Review- Review went well.  Interactive process.  DOE processes have changed to actually identify issues and also provide technical assistant to offer solutions to help improve in areas identified.  Discussion about the timeliness of IEP’s getting to parents in the timeframe outlined by DOE.  On February 1 the District executed new structure to address this issue.

Program evaluation, areas to look at 1) Administrative processes 2) Continuum of services   Looking at programs for social/emotional programs at the high school and middle school.  
A suggestion for a program has been bought up by a parent for autism awareness  in the middle school and high school.  District is coordinating this with “Autism Speaks” for April Autism awareness month.

Sub Committee Updates:

Community Outreach-  “Everyday Hero’s” is in full swing!   Committee reviews timeline put together for timing of this programs and dates of awards at each school. Flyer being created to go out to parents Nomination papers to go out to all schools or coordinated through central office Monday Feb 23rd explaining program the programs and includes a nomination form.  Form will be on PAC website.  People will need to give a $5 or $10 donation when making a nomination.  PAC to ask School Committee to donated $30 per staff person nominated.    

The issue of Laura is sending monthly emails to Kathy B to distribute to all schools principals.  The principals are not all sending out the information, or sending the information in a manor that is not a natural notice.  For example, “The SpedPac wanted to inform you not just a note as they do for PTG.  To discuss next month.

Fundraising-  Casino Night- March 15 4 of the 7 sponsorships sold. 

PAC needs help with getting the words out to the community.  Pac has flyers for businesses to hang up, looking for help to get the posters hung up around town.   Notices in Grafton News next 4 weeks.  Also need to generate interest in Texas Hold’ em tournament.  People who want to sign up for that need to contact Mike Miller directly.  

Looking for food donations.  Pac has one restaurant donating food, Carolyn to contact Stop and Shop about more food.  

Although we have many great prizes with high values we are still collecting prizes for our giveaways.  

Pre-school Anex- A concern has been raised regarding some high school traffic speeding through the parking lot of the annex.  PAC discussed possible solution to this.  Kathy to talk to Dr Connors and Mr. Pignataro about issue.  

DOE Review- Laura met with the DOE last Thursday, she expressed concern the district does not include the PAC in the review or creation of programs.
Adjournment at 10:30 a.m.

