Grafton SPEDPAC Meeting

February 14, 2008

Meeting Minutes
Opening Remarks/Introductions- 7 members of the PAC in attendance

Secretary Report- November and January Meeting minutes will be approved at the March meeting.     

Treasurers Report- Peggy Forbes, $1343.90 

Old Business:

Scholarships program/grants: PAC speaks about the program and how we can reach out to more people in the district.  Donna Dias to bring up at district staff meetings.   Kristie P will send notice to the Grafton News reminding people of availability of the grants..  

Powerschool - This issue continues to be talked the issue.  Donna Dias says this issue overlaps many areas of the district.  The vehicle for reports for SPED services is through progress reports and reports cards.  If the district added this information to Powerschool it would be more than required.    PAC asked Donna Dias to find out if the Powerschool software has the capacity to report the special ed services.   

End of the year school services—PAC would like to have input on the district SPED programs evaluation.   Donna to bring a draft to the March meeting so PAC can have input.

Possible workshops to present: PAC brainstorms topics.

PAC to look at additional topics and start to make decisions about planning six workshops over the next 12 months.

Differentiated Instruction

IEP-Review (Not basic rights) -FSCN

Transition Planning / FSCN

Social skills in the Elementary school classroom-AANE

Sue Loring /Autism Resources Center Sex Ed /Puberty

Shut Up sisters—Sept or Oct 08

Nutrition
Wings Beneath Their Wings-School committee approved to collaborate with PAC on this recognition for the individuals in the district.  We will call the Grafton Program “Above and Beyond”.  PAC discusses coordinating with the individual schools to do the awards for the people in that building at a general school assembly and not a separate ceremony.  PAC members to find out when the individual schools will have school assembly in the May timeframe; Mary to ask GES and the MS, Peggy HS, Leslie NGES, SGES

Basic Rights workshop April 10 at GES

PAC would like to make sure the principals are encouraged to attend.  District to promote in backpacks and through Grafton News.

New Business- School Committee meeting 2/4/08  

Laura reports about the meeting the PAC officers had with the school committee.  

The group discusses the PAC putting together a “strategic plan” or improvement plan with a three-year view. Once a year PAC will sit with school officials to review plan’s progress.   As a starting point to this process Mary will send out the APPLE action plan for review. Leslie to share SAC school improvement plan for NGES.  PAC officers to begin to collect suggestions for the plan and include an agenda item for the goals in our monthly meeting.
Policy review from School Committee:

Laura passed out a policy the school committee has asked the PAC for input.   Laura to get clarification from Donna Stock the document Grafton has in place (shown to PAC) was in fact the same type of document as the Bedford district.  The PAC needs more information of this policy before we can offer input.  PAC is happy the School Committee has asked for input and will work to get clarification of the policy.
Bylaws:

PAC distributes sample Bylaws for review.  PAC goal is to make sure we have accurate Bylaws in place.  Donna D to send By-laws to Laura for PAC review

Change in Missed Service Protocol—Donna D presents revised missed service notification letter that was changed by the direct as a result of OCR report.   Laura vents frustration the PAC was not notified prior to this change being made, coupled with the actual change being viewed negatively by the PAC.  Lengthy discussion about missed services and FAPE.  Missed Service Protocol will be discussed at the next school committee meeting on 2/25/08.    

Comments from Donna Dias:
Donna presents memo to the PAC outlining handouts for review.

Donna presents results to a survey DOE in the Fall 07 from the Dept of Education

Adjournment at 9:15 p.m.

