Grafton Sped PAC
Meeting Minutes

December 9, 2010  7:00 PM GES
Introductions:
Peggy Forbes
Secretary’s Report:
Carolyn Dee – November 2010 meeting notes were approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report: 
Peggy Forbes reported a balance of $1,947.80
Community Outreach -  The Every Day Hero Awards process will begin in early January 2011.  The committee is comprised of Laura Deneen, Erin Griffin, and Leslie St.Jean. 
Upcoming PAC Workshops-   

“Suspension & Discipline in Special Education” is scheduled for 2/10/11 presented by Federation for Children with Special Needs (FCSN).
“Basic Rights” workshop by FCSN is scheduled for March 3, 2011. The workshops will be advertised in The Grafton News and the Grafton TV cable channel and will be held in the GES cafeteria/auditorium.
New Business:  

We reviewed and approved for use a new funding request form that Peggy Forbes presented to the group.  The Everyday Hero Awards event will be the first function to use this form for our accounting purposes.   
SPEDPAC ADMINISTRATOR – Update
“Best Buddies” – Mr. Craig Weldon, who is the State Director of the Massachusetts Best Buddies program, gave a presentation at GHS in December on the program, and what steps are necessary for Grafton Public Schools to start a group at the high school. Kathy Baris will look into funding sources.

ARRA Initiatives for 2010-2011 – 

Social Skills/Pragmatics – 13 people have been sent for trainings in this area.  Dr. Barry Prizant will be in the district once per month for staff trainings to implement his program starting 12/16/10.

Assistive technology – 2 days of training will be provided in February 2011.

Behavior Learning Program – future workshops are being identified.

Program Evaluations -

Inclusive Practices – this evaluation is presently being conducted in Kindergarten through grade 8 to see how inclusion can be used to benefit special needs children in those grades.
Early Childhood – The Walker Partnership group will conduct an on site visit the end of January to look the children age 3 to age 5 or 6 in the behavior learning programs to help determine how discreet trial training affects these children in later years.

Central Office Move -  The district central office and special education offices moved to their new permanent location in the Grafton Municipal Center on 12/14/10.

Strategic Planning Sub-committee – the group meets monthly in order to set action plans and be part of the process for program development and program evaluation.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.
The next meeting will be January 13, 2011 in the GES library.

